
Fallacies and Zombies 

*Read the following dialogue below and identify the 9 fallacies we have discussed in class. Be 

sure to explain in the margins why the passage you have identified is guilty of the given fallacy.  

Some fallacies may appear more than once, but each fallacy should appear at least once. 

LENORE:  Dude, all I’m saying is that if we don’t come up with an emergency plan for dealing with a 
zombie apocalypse RIGHT NOW, we’re totally screwed.  We don’t want to be totally screwed, so I guess 
we have to come up with a zombie apocalypse emergency plan RIGHT NOW. 
 
BARTELBY:  Never thought of it that way.  Good point. 
 
LENORE:  “Hope for the best and prepare for the worst”—right? 
 
BARTELBY:  Hard to argue with quotation marks. 
 
LENORE:  That’s why I did the air-quote thing when I was saying the quote. 
 
BARTELBY:  What put zombies on your brain? 
 
LENORE:  Well, I was watching an interview with George Romero last night—you know, the director of 
Night of the Living Dead, Dawn of the Dead, Day of the Dead, Diary of the Dead—and Romero said that 
the whole zombie apocalypse thing was totally possible.  In fact, he predicted it would happen in the 
next century.  So, yeah, that means it’s DEFINITELY gonna happen.  So we gotta be prepared!! 
 
BARTELBY:  Romero said that? 
 
LENORE:  Yeah. 
 
BARTELBY:  But didn’t Romero get like post-traumatic syndrome after serving in Vietnam? 
 
LENORE:  He served in Korea, not Vietnam. 
 
BARTELBY:  Oh, good point. 
 
LENORE:  Besides, the people who argue that a zombie apocalypse can’t happen argue something like 
this: 1) Zombies exist in movies 2) Nothing in movies is real. 3) Therefore, zombies aren’t real.  Which is 
totally bogus!  I mean, people pee in movies, right?  And peeing’s real! 
 
BARTELBY:  Dude, did you take like a logic class recently?  ’Cause you’re sounding pretty damn brilliant 
right now… 
 
LENORE:  I started playing Sudoku last week.  It must be that.  And don’t even get me started on people 
who think Sudoku is stupid.  It makes you better at logic.  It calms you down.  It gives you something to 
do on the bus.  It lowers your chance of getting dementia.  It helps you to connect with your 
grandmother.  It— 
 



BARTELBY:  Dude, uh, what about the zombie apocalypse?  How do we prepare? 
  
LENORE:  First things first, we should hit up Ranger Randy’s surplus store.  My Uncle Buford, ever since 
he bought that machete at Ranger Randy’s, he’s been super happy.  Like “otter” happy. 
 
BARTELBY:  So if we buy machetes at Ranger Randy’s, that’ll make us happy? 
 
LENORE:  A man’s gotta do what a man’s gotta do… 
 
BARTELBY:  But you’re a woman... 
 
LENORE:  How would you know?  You failed Sex-Ed. 
 
BARTELBY:  True...  What’s your plan after we acquire machetes? 
 
LENORE:  We buy a dog. 
 
BARTELBY:  A dog? 
 
LENORE:  Yeah, dogs can sense if something is human or not.  Didn’t you ever see the Terminator films?  
If something’s in Terminator, it’s legit, fool-proof.  Anyways, in Terminator, German Shepherds are used 
to expose undercover terminators.  And since both zombies and terminators are inhuman, dogs should 
be able to expose undercover zombies as well. 
 
BARTELBY:  But shouldn’t a zombie’s, uh, decaying give them away? 
 
LENORE:  Better safe than sorry.  
 
BARTELBY:  Good point. 
 
LENORE:  I mean, we want to be safe, right?   
 
BARTELBY:  Yeah. 
 
LENORE:  Because here’s the way I see it... If we don’t get a dog, we could end up being fooled by an 
unusually attractive zombie who’s decayed gracefully.  And if we end up being fooled by an attractive 
zombie, one of us could get bitten.  And if one of us gets bitten and turns, the other one will be forced to 
kill their best friend.  And if one of us has to kill our best friend, we’ll be forced to go on a revenge 
rampage.  And if we’re forced to go on a revenge rampage, we’ll throw caution to the wind.  And if we 
throw caution to the wind, we’re bound to drop our guard and get bitten as well.  So in order to prevent 
both of us from getting bitten, we need a dog, capiche? 
 
BARTELBY:  Hard to argue with words possessing a Latin origin. 
 
LENORE:  Damn right—I mean, Rome never fell to zombies, now did it? 
 
 
 


