
 

USM Syllabus - English 102 (H035) 
 

Meeting Days/Times: Monday, Wednesday, Fridays from 10:00 - 10:50 AM in JBG 200 
Session/Year:    Spring 2015 
Instructor:  Andrew Gretes 
Contact Info:  Email: andrew.gretes@eagles.usm.edu 
Office Hours:  Wednesdays and Fridays from 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM in LAB 336 
   Also by appointment 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:   
Taken as a whole, English 101 and 102 aim to introduce students to the strategies, tools, and resources 
necessary to becoming successful communicators in a wide range of academic, professional, and public 
settings. Designed to build upon the repertoire of strategies for successful writing learned in English 101, 
English 102 focuses on persuasive and researched writing.  English 102 will help you develop critical thinking 
and writing skills as you learn to synthesize your perspectives with those of other writers.  Thus we will focus 
on the summary, analysis, and synthesis of texts, as well as both traditional and alternative forms of research.  
 

REQUIRED TEXTS:  
 Praxis: Food, Monsters, and (E)dentity 
 Blackboard Supplemental Readings 

 
ONLINE ACCESS 
To access the online components of this course, you must first go to https://usm.blackboard.com, then 
follow the log-in instructions. You will need to have your EMPLID and password (the same information you 
use to access SOAR and register for classes). If you have any questions or run into difficulty accessing the 
Blackboard material for this course, please call the iTech Help Desk at 601-266-4357 or helpdesk@usm.edu. 
You can also get specific instructions on how to use components of Blackboard by visiting www.usm.edu/elo. 

 
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 
ENG 102 is a GEC-required course at USM, and students taking this course are expected to meet the following 
GEC learning outcomes: 

1. the student is able to develop a topic and present ideas through writing in an organized, logical, and 
coherent form and in a style that is appropriate for the discipline and the situation. 

2. the student can observe conventions of Standard English grammar, punctuation, spelling, and usage.  
3. the student can write a coherent analytical essay [considering the] rhetorical situation or through 

written communication effectively analyze the components of an argument. 
4. the student can find, use, and cite relevant information. 

 

In order assist students in meeting these GEC learning outcomes, The Composition Program at Southern Miss 
has identified specific learning outcomes for each of its first-year writing courses. At the completion of ENG 
102, students will: 

 have a deeper appreciation for how rhetorical situations influence reading, writing, speaking, and 
thinking; 

 be able to engage texts more critically, and to more appropriately and accurately incorporate the ideas 
of others in writing; 

 know the “moves” for making and supporting several different kinds of academic arguments, including 
how to use a range of evidence to support claims; 

 be able to use several common academic genres, including annotated bibliographies, reports, research 
studies, scholarly reviews, etc.; 
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 be more adept at addressing different academic audiences, including how to discover the specific 
conventions for communicating in a range of academic communities; 

 appreciate the differences in how various disciplines and fields create and circulate knowledge, and the 
assumptions that inform various research methods; 

 know how to conduct focused research using a range of library resources, including the library catalog 
and databases of scholarly articles; 

 understand that an integral part of the revision process is discovering meaning and rethinking the 
rhetorical choices that best portray these ideas; 

 communicate more effectively using the conventions of standard edited English. 

 
REQUIREMENTS 

 In order to receive at least a “C” grade in this course, you must satisfactorily complete all of the 
following: 

 Complete all major writing projects. 

 Complete the final portfolio project, to be submitted at the end of the semester (in lieu of a final exam). 

 Actively participate during class discussions. 

 Maintain regular classroom attendance/punctuality. 
 
GRADES 
Your overall grade for English 102 is dependent on how your writing develops and improves over the 

course of the semester. Additionally, you will be assessed on whether you’ve carried out a careful 

completion of class assignments and whether you’ve maintained an engaged professionalism throughout 

the semester: 
 

 Project One: Argument Essay, Edentity (15%, 45 points) 
Consists of a first draft and revised version of an argument essay (4-6 pages) in which you will 
illustrate your ability to synthesize numerous course readings while developing and forwarding your 
own argument. 
 

o Project One for ENG 102 will be an argument essay in which you will be expected to posit, 
support, and contextualize a specific claim about a specific topic revolving around Edentity.  
Our readings for Edentity cover, in particular, notions of online distraction and digital 
presentations of the self, such as in Facebook, etc.  You will be asked to use some of the 
topics/questions/claims in the readings as a jumping off point in which to make a claim of 
your own.  I will provide links to some supplementary readings for Project One, but you will 
not be required to seek out sources on your own for this essay.  We will workshop a first 
draft on 02/06/15; participation and completion of a draft will be worth 10 points.  You are 
required to bring 3 paper copies of your first draft and to arrive punctually.  If you do not 
have 3 complete copies of your first draft, do not come to class; instead, visit the library 
ASAP and work on your essay.  Your revised version will be due on 02/09/15; it will be worth 
35 points. 

 
 

 Project Two: Argument Essay, Monsters (20%, 60 points) 
Consists of a first draft and revised version of an argument essay (4-6 pages) in which you illustrate 
your ability to synthesize numerous course readings (including outside sources) while developing and 
forwarding your own argument. 
 

o Project Two will begin our unit on monsters and “monstrosity.”  We will explore traditional 
monsters as they are seen and portrayed throughout the decades.  Such explorations will 
sharpen our ability to analyze various “texts” and to how scholars use themes of monstrosity 



to forward social claims and positions.  The essay itself will have several options, two of 
which are the following: 1) the opportunity to choose one of the monsters we’ve focused on 
in class—i.e., vampires, werewolves, zombies—and to make an argument about how 
precisely this monster reflects and speaks to our 21st century fears and anxieties.  In other 
words, you will make an argument based on the relevance and purpose such a monster 
serves in our own society; 2) the opportunity to defend one of these monsters—vampires, 
werewolves, or zombies (I’m also open to other monsters outside the text).  That is, you will 
take the side of the monster and defend a claim positing how they are not truly as 
“monstrous” as society has deemed them to be.  Project Two will involve outside research 
using the library’s databases as well as the readings from our textbook.  The first draft will 
be workshopped in class on 03/02/15 and is worth 10 points (the same 3 copy and 
attendance rules apply).  The revised version will be due on 03/06/15 and is worth 50 points. 

 
 

 Project Three: The Research Argumentative Paper (40%, 120 points) 
Consists of an annotated bibliography, Tumblr project presentation, and a longer argumentative 
essay (7-8 pages) in which you will perform extended research in order to pursue and persuade your 
audience of a particular claim. 
 

o Project Three will build on our growing facility constructing arguments and performing 
research.  We will make a turn in the direction of “real” monsters, exploring themes of the 
holocaust, serial killers, racism, etc.  As for the assignment itself, it will involve creating a 
monster of one’s own which reflects a specific social fear/condition manifested in 21st 
century America1.  The argument will consist in defending the monster you’ve designed and 
persuading your reader about how this monster is an ideal embodiment of the chosen 
phobia and how it is particularly apt for an audience of 21st century America.  Your research 
will include origins and alternate embodiments of this specific fear (such as literary and 
cinematic representations), as well as scholarly investigations into this condition.   

o Project Three will be broken down into two elements:  
a. An annotated bibliography (8 sources total; the annotated bibliography will 

help students to learn how to better evaluate sources as well as making 
sure students start the research process early and treat the essay as a 
process).  The compiled annotated bibliography will be due 04/15/15 and is 
worth 15 points.  Each annotated bibliography entry will be entered into 
your Tumblr project website by its due date.  The Tumblr project is 
described in greater detail below… 

b. A Tumblr project presentation (the Tumblr project will involve creating a 
blog in the persona of your created monster).  Your blog will target your 
fellow students as an audience (as opposed to your written paper, which 
will target a more academic and formal audience).  Your Tumblr should 
include pictures, blogs, links, and other features which act as a successful 
introduction to your monster, what it embodies, and why it is an ideal 
representation of the chosen social condition.  The Tumblr will allow us to 
discuss rhetorical strategies with different mediums and how to 
successfully target different audiences.  The Tumblr project presentation 
will be due 04/20/15 and is worth 15 points. 

c. The written argumentative essay which will build off of our previous 
argumentative tools/skills and your own extended research.  The audience 
for the written argumentative essay will be more of an academic, formal 

                                            
1 An idea which originated from two of my rather brilliant colleagues: Emily Martin and CJ Yow. 



audience.  The written portion of the essay will be due on 04/24/15.  It is 
worth 90 points. 

 
 
 

 Professionalism (5%, 15 points)  
Your contributions to class discussions; your participation in collaborative assignments; your 
participation in peer-review workshops; your completion of assigned readings and informal writings; 
your engaged presence and consistent punctuality. 
 

 The Final Portfolio Project (20%, 60 points) 
One revised essay and a completion of a reflective essay assignment, which will ask you to critically 
reflect on your work for this course. 

 

GRADING BREAKDOWN 
 Projects (Essays)  225 pts total (75% of your grade) 

 Professionalism  15 pts total (5% of your grade) 

 The Final Portfolio Project  60 pts total (20% of your grade) 
 

**Total grade calculated out of 300 pts**  
 

PREPARATION 
In addition to completing all reading and writing assignments, preparing for class means being ready to 
discuss and intelligently question issues raised by the material. This does not mean, however, that you must 
master the material. On the contrary, it is perfectly reasonable that you may be confused by some readings 
the first time we encounter them. But in such cases you should be prepared to discuss what you specifically 
found puzzling, aggravating, thought-provoking, engaging, or difficult about the assignment. In other words, 
if you feel you have nothing to state about a piece of writing, you should actively develop a list of questions 
about it. Remember, much of your grade in this course will be determined by how much you improve over 
the course of the semester, so there is really no such thing as a stupid question, provided that you ask it in 
the spirit of honest inquiry. 
 

ATTENDANCE  
The framework of this course – with its emphasis on class discussion and group work – demands that you 
attend class regularly. Failure to complete in-class work, such as peer reviews, in-class writing assignments, 
and group meetings will result in the lowering of your overall grade. More than 6 absences in a semester can 
result in your failing the course. 
 

LATE WORK 
I realize that sometimes, yes, “life happens” (be it a flat tire, the flu, or deaths in the family). That said, I do 
accept some late work, such as essays.  Punctual essays (i.e., projects) are due at the beginning of class in a 
hard—i.e., paper—copy, as well as in an electronic copy which is submitted under the discussion thread in 
Blackboard titled “Project 1 (A Literacy Narrative)” or “Project 2 (An Analytical Argument)”. If I do not receive 
your essay at the beginning of class, it is late. There are no exceptions to this rule2. On a positive note, I do 
(conditionally) accept late essays. If the essay is turned in after the beginning of class (but during class itself), 
it will receive a -5 penalty.  If the essay is turned in after the class period is over, it will receive a -10 penalty.  
Late essays will only be accepted up to one week after the essay is due.  After this deadline, late essays will 
not be accepted. 
 

 

                                            
2 Outside of documented unexpected tragedies and life-threatening emergencies. 



PORTABLE ELECTRONIC DEVICES 
Students are encouraged to utilize portable electronic devices (such as tablets and laptops) for constructive 
purposes. Texting, checking email and social media sites, gaming, listening to music, doing work for other 
classes/purposes, and other distracting uses of technology are unacceptable.  
 

PLAGIARISM 
All members of the academic community at the University of Southern Mississippi are expected to take 
responsibility for academic honesty and integrity. Plagiarism – the willful copying/presenting of another 
person’s work as if it were your own – and other forms of cheating are unacceptable. The penalties for such 
behavior can include failure of the course and, in some cases, even expulsion from the university. If you have 
any doubts about what constitutes plagiarism, please refer to your student handbook, to USM policies on 
Academic Honesty, or come talk to me. 
 

ADA NOTICE 
If a student has a disability that qualifies under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and requires 
accommodations, he/she should contact the Office for Disability Accommodations (ODA) for information on 
appropriate policies and procedures. Disabilities covered by ADA may include learning, psychiatric, physical 
disabilities, or chronic health disorders. Students can contact ODA if they are not certain whether a medical 
condition/disability qualifies. 
 

 Address: 
The University of Southern Mississippi 
Office for Disability Accommodations 
118 College Drive # 8586 
Hattiesburg, MS 39406-0001 
Voice Telephone: 601.266.5024 or 228.214.3232 Fax: 601.266.6035 
Individuals with hearing impairments can contact ODA using the Mississippi Relay Service at 
1.800.582.2233 (TTY) or email Suzy Hebert at Suzanne.Hebert@usm.edu. 

 

THE WRITING CENTER 
The Writing Center is a free program available to all student writers at the University of Southern Mississippi. 
It offers one-on-one help with any kind of writing project, at any stage of the writing process. The Writing 
Center is located in Cook Library 112. For more information, and hours of operation, you may contact The 
Writing Center at 601-266-4821, or visit the website at: www.usm.edu/writingcenter. 
 

THE SPEAKING CENTER 
The University of Southern Mississippi offers a Speaking Center, with consultations available at no cost to all 
students, faculty, and staff. The center is available for advice on all types of oral communication—formal 
individual presentations, group presentations, class discussion, class debates, interviews, campus speeches, 
etc. The center also offers several practice rooms for recording presentations and practicing with delivery 
aids (PowerPoint and internet access are available). Visit the center in Cook Library 117, call the center at 
601-266-4965, or visit the website at www.usm.edu/speakingcenter. 

 
 

Class Schedule (subject to change) 
********************************************************************************************* 
Week 1   M   01/12/15   In Class:  Introductions, Syllabus, etc. 

 

    Homework: Read “Always-On/Always-On-You: The Tethered Self” (Sherry  
Turkle, Praxis p 135) 
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 W   01/14/15 In Class:  Toulmin Method (day 1) 
 

Homework: Read “In Defense of Distraction” (Sam Anderson, pdf 
available on Blackboard)     

 
 F   01/16/15 In Class:  Toulmin Method (day 2) 
 

   Homework: Read Praxis (p 88 – 92, Logical Fallacies) 
 
********************************************************************************************* 
Week 2   M   01/19/15   In Class:  NO CLASS (MLK Holiday) 
      

    Homework: Read Praxis (p 88 – 92, Logical Fallacies) 
 
  W   01/21/15 In Class:  Logical Fallacies (day 1)   
 

Homework: Complete logical fallacy practice problems 
   
  F   01/23/15 In Class:  Logical Fallacies (day 2); turn in logical fallacy practice  

problems  
     

    Homework: Read “Dawn of the Digital Natives” (Stephen Johnson, Praxis  
p 47) and “Is Google Making Us Stupid?” (Nicholas Carr, pdf 
available on Blackboard) 

 
********************************************************************************************* 
Week 3   M   01/26/15 In Class:  Introduce Project 1; Discuss Readings: Johnson and Carr  

 

Homework: Read “Faux Friendship” (William Deresiewicz, Praxis p 47) and  
“Is Facebook Making Us Lonely?” (Stephen Marche, pdf 
available on Blackboard) 

 
  W   01/28/15 In Class:  Discuss Readings: Deresiewicz and Marche 
 

Homework: Begin brainstorming about Project 1 
 

 

 F   01/30/15 In Class:  Watch documentary: Digital Nation 
 

   Homework: Come to class with a thesis statement for Project 1 
 

********************************************************************************************* 
Week 4   M   02/02/15 In Class:   Project 1 thesis workshop/invention 
 

    Homework: Continue working on Project 1 
 

  W   02/04/15 In Class:  MLA Citations and Formatting 
 

    Homework: Complete first draft of Project 1 
 

F   02/06/15 In Class:  Project 1 “Argument Essay, Edentity” (first draft version  
due); Decompress, discuss room for improvement 

     

   Homework: Finish revising Project 1 
       
*********************************************************************************************
Week 5   M   02/09/15 In Class:  Project 1 “Argument Essay, Edentity” (revised version due) 

 

Homework: Read “Introduction: Haunting Boundaries” (Blake and Cooper,  
Praxis p 1) and “Excerpts from the Uncanny” (Sigmund Freud, 



Praxis p 179) 
 
  W   02/11/15 In Class:  Introduce “Monster” theme and Project 2 
 

Homework: Read “Excerpts from Dracula” (Bram Stoker, Praxis p 113) and  
“Civilized Vampires vs. Savage Werewolves: Race and 
Ethnicity in the Twilight Series” (Natalie Wilson, Praxis p 155) 
 

 F   02/13/15 In Class:  Discuss Vampires and Monstrosity 
 

Homework: Read “Strange Transformations: John Landis’ An American 
Werewolf in London” (Cooper and Blake, Praxis p 95) and 
“The Company of Wolves” (Angela Carter, Praxis p 101) 

*********************************************************************************************
Week 6    M   02/16/15 In Class:   NO CLASS (Mardi Gras Holiday) 
 

Homework: Read “Strange Transformations: John Landis’ An American 
Werewolf in London” (Cooper and Blake, Praxis p 95) and 
“The Company of Wolves” (Angela Carter, Praxis p 101) 

 
  W   02/18/15 In Class:  Discuss Werewolves and Monstrosity 
 

   Homework: Read “George Romero’s Zombie Films: A Plague on Meaning”  
(Cooper and Blake, Praxis p 55) and “Excerpt from World War 
Z” (Max Brooks, Praxis p 63) 

 
  F   02/20/15 In Class:  Discuss Zombies and Monstrosity; invention for Project 2 
     

   Homework: Begin brainstorming about Project 2 
 
********************************************************************************************* 
Week 7    M   02/23/15 In Class:   Library Visit 1 (exploring databases) 
 

  Homework: Begin working on Project 2 
 
   W   02/25/15 In Class:  Bring a “working” thesis to class for Project 2 
 

    Homework: Continue working on Project 2 
 
   F   02/27/15 In Class:  Bring 2 sample intro paragraphs for Project 2  
     

   Homework: Finish first draft of Project 2 
 
********************************************************************************************* 
Week 8    M   03/02/15 In Class:  Project 2 “Argument Essay, Monsters” (first draft due); peer- 
      workshopping session 
  

                                   Homework: Continue working/revising Project 2 
 
   W   03/04/15 In Class:  Studio Day: Project 2 
       

Homework: Finish revising Project 2 
 

   F   03/06/15 In Class:  Project 2 “Argument Essay, Monsters” (revised version due)  
      Decompress, discuss revisions, approaches, etc. 
 
********************************************************************************************* 
Week 9   M-F   03/09/15 In Class:   NO CLASS (spring break) 



 
********************************************************************************************* 
Week 10  M   03/16/15 In Class:   Introduce Project 3, Research Paper 
 

   Homework: Read “Excerpt from Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde” (Robert Louis  
Stevenson, Praxis p 79) and “William Wilson” (Edgar Allan 
Poe, pdf available on Blackboard) 
 

  W   03/18/15 In Class:  Discuss doubles and monstrosity  
 

Homework: Read “Excerpt from Night” (Elie Wiesel, Praxis p 11) and  
““Serial Killers: From Jack the Ripper to Aileen Wuornos” 
(Cooper and Blake, Praxis p 203) 

 
F   03/20/15 In Class:  Discuss “Real” Monsters 

 

Homework: Read “After Sandy Hook, The Real Monster: Only Community  
Can Heal” (Courtney E. Martin, Praxis p 203) and “Excerpt 
from Killing Monsters” (Gerard Jones, Praxis p 219) 

 
 
********************************************************************************************* 
Week 11  M   03/23/15 In Class:   Discuss: To Monster or Not to Monster? 
 

  Homework: Begin brainstorming about Project 3 
 

W   03/25/15 In Class:  Watch The American Nightmare: A Celebration of Films from  
Hollywood’s Golden Age of Fright 

 

    Homework: Continue brainstorming about Project 3 
 
  F   03/27/15 In Class:  Working on Project 3 Proposals 
 

   Homework: complete project 3 proposal 
 
********************************************************************************************* 
Week 12  M   03/30/15 In Class:   Project 3 Proposal due 
 

  Homework: continue working on Project 3 
 
  W   04/01/15 In Class:  Introduce Annotated Bibliographies and Tumblr 
 

    Homework: complete Annotated Bibliography 1-2 
 
  F   04/03/15 In Class:  NO CLASS (Good Friday Holiday) 
 

   Homework: complete Annotated Bibliography 1-2 
 

********************************************************************************************* 
Week 13  M   04/06/15 In Class:   Continue discussing Tumblr for Project 3 blog presentations;  

annotated bib 1-2 due 
 

  Homework: continue working on project; annotated bib 3-4 due next class 
 
  W   04/08/15 In Class:  Library visit 2 (exploring divergent databases);  

annotated bib 3-4 due 
 

    Homework: bring thesis statement to class 
 



  F   04/10/15 In Class:  Workshop “working” thesis statements 
 

    Homework: continue working on project; annotated bib 5-6 due next class 
 
*********************************************************************************************
Week 14  M   04/13/15 In Class:   Studio Day (Project 3); annotated bib 5-6 due 
 

  Homework: Continue working on Project 3 
 

   W   04/15/15 In Class:  Compiled annotated bibliography due (1-8) 
 

    Homework: Continue working on Project 3 
 
  F   04/17/15 In Class:  Studio Day (Project 3)      
      

   Homework: Finish first draft of Project 3 
 
********************************************************************************************* 
Week 15  M   04/20/15 In Class:   Tumblr project presentation due (Project 3)  
      Workshop/critique Tumblr sites 
 

  Homework: finish editing Project 3 
 
  W   04/22/15 In Class:  Revising techniques for Project 3 
 

    Homework: finish editing Project 3 
 
   F   04/24/15 In Class:  Project 3 “Argument Research Paper” due 
 

    Homework: none 
 
********************************************************************************************* 
Week 16  M   04/27/15 In Class:   Introduce Final Portfolio Project 
 

  Homework: begin working on portfolio project 
 
  W   04/29/15 In Class:  Revisions vs. editing 
 

    Homework: Continue working on final portfolio 
 
   F   05/01/15 In Class:  Reflection and Portfolios 
 

   Homework: Finish final portfolios 
 
********************************************************************************************* 

Exam Week (Final Portfolios due) 
 
********************************************************************************************* 


